Time of the preovulatory LH surge in the gilt and sow relative to the onset of behavioral estrus.
Two experiments were conducted to study the time of occurrence of the preovulatory LH surge in pigs. Sampling every ten minutes in six cycling gilts before and after onset of standing estrus revealed the preovulatory surge began from 8 hr before to 12 hr after the lordosis reflex was elicited. Three of six gilts initiated the preovulatory LH release coincident with the onset of estrus. Data from 28 postpartum sows, with samples drawn every six hours commencing with the onset of estrus, indicated maximum LH levels were present at the first observance of estrus. Six of the 28 sows had an LH peak 18-24 hr after the onset of estrus.